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Joyes Hall, Charles Sturt University, Pine Gully Rd, Wagga Wagga, NSW 2650

Celebrate 30 years of GRDC’s Grains Research Updates with us in February 2026. Explore leading edge
developments in grains research to boost farm profitability alongside key researchers, agronomists and
growers at the Wagga Wagga Grains Research Update.

GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast — Wednesday 18 February, 7:30 to 9:30am
Leading Australian grain growers and advisers are invited to a special event being held as part of the 2026 Grains
Research Updates. Join us for the GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast to share innovative, new ideas for
ground-breaking, blue-sky research that will make a difference on-farm. If you have an idea or suggestion, please join
us. We need the knowledge and expertise of thought leading growers and advisers to ensure new investments by GRDC
reflect what the industry needs now and into the future.

PROGRAM DAY 1 - WEDNESDAY 18 FEBRUARY

7.30am GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast

9.00am Registration, morning tea & trade displays
10.00am Welcome GRDC
10.25am Reflections on 30 years of GRDC Grains Research Updates

10.40am Legumes in cereal farming systems and the prospects of using legume Mark Peoples (CSIRO)
crops to reduce reliance on N fertiliser

1115am Science driven decisions when margins are tight: advising growers with Jim Virgona (Graminus Consulting)
confidence when every dollar matters. Ways to use robust science to help
growers in a tight economic climate

11.50am Introducing GRDC'’s Sustainability Initiatives — Join GRDC representatives = Mark Callow (GRDC)
as they introduce the next phase of GRDC’s Sustainability Initiative and
Communication Program

12.20pm Lunch
1.20pm Concurrent session 1 — see concurrent sessions for details

3.05pm Afternoon tea
3.35pm Concurrent session 2 — See concurrent sessions for details

5.20pm Close
7.00pm Networking dinner & drinks — courtesy of AGT & Pioneer

PROGRAM DAY 2 - THURSDAY 19 FEBRUARY

7.30am EARLY RISERS DISCUSSION Jim Virgona (Graminus
Science-driven decisions when margins are tight: advising growers with Consulting), Greg Condon
confidence when every dollar matters. Panel session on use of robust (Grassroots Agronomy) & Chris

science to help guide informed grower decisions in a tight economic climate Minehan (RMS Ag Consultants)
8.30am Concurrent session 3 — see concurrent sessions for details

1045am Morning tea
10.45am Concurrent session 4 — see concurrent sessions for details
12.30pm Lunch
1.30pm Net zero and grain production - where are we now and what’s coming? Richard Heath (Zero Net Ag CRC)

2.00pm Automation and Al — what’s coming and how will it change how we farm Max Cusack (John Deere)
grain crops in Australia?

2.30pm Al in grAlns: Are the gains intelligent or artificial Treen Swift (Nuffield scholar,
Kebby & Watson)
3.00pm Close

Concurrent sessions location

LOCATION JOYES HALL (LIVESTREAM) GRAHAM BUILDING, ROOM 178 GRAHAM BUILDING, ROOM 182
Day 1-Session1 Nitrogen Soil zoning and targeted inputs  Pick ‘n Mix

Day 1 - Session 2  Soil zoning and targeted inputs Nitrogen Pick ‘n Mix

Day 2 — Session 3 Soils Disease management Farming systems

Day 2 — Session 4 Disease management Soils Farming systems

grdc.com.au



CONCURRENT SESSIONS - Day 1

NITROGEN (SESSIONS 1 & 2)

Session Time
1 2

Livestream

Topic and Speaker(s)

CONCURRENT SESSIONS - Day 2

SOILS (SESSIONS 3 & 4)

Session Time
] 4

Livestream

Topic and Speaker(s)

1:20pm  3.35pm Regionally relevant nitrogen uptake and loss 8.30am 10.45am Lentil performance in response to liming in
data acid soils & impacts on profit
Graeme Schwenke (NSW DPIRD) Mark Richards (NSW DPIRD)
1.50pm  4.05pm Nitrogen loss via denitrification; differences 9.00am Mi15am  Options to increase soil organic carbon in
in N loss between soil types, rainfall grain production systems
variability and N rates (PhD) Andrew Regan (UNE/CSIRQ)
Lillian Hearn (Ag Victoria/Uni of Melb) 9.30am 1.45am Tools and process to measure and respond
2.20pm  4.35pm N fixation - how much do different pulses to soil paddock variability
fix? Stirling Roberton (CSIRO)
Rohan Brill (Brill Ag) & Mark Peoples 10.00am 1215pm  Discussion
(CSIRO)
2.55pm  510pm  Discussion DISEASE MANAGEMENT (SESSIONS 3 & 4)

SOIL ZONING AND TARGETED INPUT APPLICATIONS
(SESSIONS 1 & 2)

Session Time

2

Livestream

3.35pm Using technology to apply grower scale
test strips and measure the profit impact
in different soil zones — a case study:
Optimising N decision making
Jonathon Moore (PCT)

Topic and Speaker(s)

1.20pm

1.50pm  4.05pm lIdentifying frost events and their impact on
yield loss with data derived from large on-
farm datasets

Si Yang Han (Uni of Sydney)

215pm  4.30pm  SoilWaterNow: Soil water nowcasting for
mapping plant available water (PAW) across
paddocks for improved on-farm decision-
making

Thomas Bishop (Uni of Sydney)

2.40pm 4.55pm Drones and other technologies combining
LiDAR, hyperspectral and high-resolution
photography for direct use in field trials,
scouting and validation of satellite data

William (Tam) Salter (Uni of Sydney)

PICK ‘N MIX (SESSIONS 1 & 2)

Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)

1.20pm  3.35pm Balancing reproductive efficiency and
sowing time to optimise yield in wheat (PhD)

Jordan Bathgate (CSU)

1.50pm  4.05pm Lessons from the canola establishment
project

Col McMaster (NSW DPIRD)

2.20pm 4.35pm Bees — how important are they for different
crops and how do we look after them:
chemicals; remnant vegetation; varroa mite

Richard Hayes (NSW DPIRD)

2.50pm 5.05pm Discussion

(Agenda subject to change)

Session Time
3 4

Livestream

Topic and Speaker(s)

8.30am 10.45am Cereal disease update and management
considerations for 2026

Brad Baxter (NSW DPIRD)

9.00am Mi15am  Management impacts in SNSW from
fungicide resistance to blackleg and
sclerotinia

Angela van de Wouw (Uni of Melb)

9.25am 1.40am Can new decision support tools help us
make better disease management decisions
in wheat?

Tom Price (FAR Australia)

9.50am 12.05pm Disease legacies from crop choice and
in-paddock management including key
diagnostic tools

Steve Simpfendorfer (NSW DPIRD)

FARMING SYSTEMS (SESSIONS 3 & 4)

Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)

8.30am 10.45am Diverse farms! Challenging and improving
farming systems at the whole farm scale
— crop sequences; weed management; N
legacy; crown-rot

Greg Condon (Grassroots Agronomy)

9.00am 115am  Balancing the crop-livestock mix for system
resilience and productivity

Jess Wyse (CSU)

9.30am  1.45am Nitrogen in the farming system; legume

N fixation and system budgeting - are we
running positive or negative balances and
how do different systems play out?

Mat Dunn (NSW DPIRD)

10.00am 1215pm Discussion

Livestream of the events

In addition to being run as a face-to-face Update, sessions
held in Joyes Hall will be livestreamed for online viewing.

Those who register for the live stream (free), receive a link
to the livestream close to the event and a link to the online
proceedings. Not all concurrent sessions will be run in
Joyes Hall, so not all sessions will be live streamed. Please
refer to above agenda.

To register for livestream sessions, go to
https://icanrural.com.au/updates.html
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UPDATE

Wagga Wagga Registration Form &QQ GRDC

Register online at http://www.icanrural.com.au or complete & mail/email or fax the attached to ICAN (details below). GRAINS RESEARCH
If registering to attend this event in person (i.e. not livestream), a tax invoice will be issued on receipt of payment. S rarian T
Please note the GRDC Grains Research Updates are free of charge for grain growers only.

I would like to register* (number of people) for the following:
Number of participants attending face-to-face* Amount
Grower Standard registration
registration Received by Received after
(free) COB Friday 6 February 2026 Friday 6 February 2026

Day 1& 2: Wed 18 & Thur 19 Feb 2026 __ growers Cost: $200 pp — Cost: $220 pp — $
Day 1: Wednesday 18 February 2026 __ growers Cost: $130 pp — Cost: $140 pp — $
Day 2: Thursday 19 February 2026 __ growers Cost: $130 pp — Cost: $140 pp — $
I would like — extra copies of the proceedings (collect at conference) ($40 each) $
| am unable to attend but would like — copies of proceedings (includes postage) ($55 each, posted after the event) $

Total (including GST) | $

GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast, Wednesday 18 February, 7:30-9:30am (free) No of participants: ——
Networking dinner — Wednesday 18 February 2026, 7:00pm (Supported by AGT & Pioneer) No of participants: ——

* Day registration covers lunch, morning/afternoon tea & proceedings. Day registrants are welcome to the networking event on Wednesday 18 February 2026. This is
a free event, courtesy of sponsorship from AGT & Pioneer. You must be registered for the face-to-face event to attend the networking function.

Details for tax invoice and further correspondence

Name: [] 1amnota participant (i.e. details are for tax invoice/receipt only)
Organisation: or [ rama participant

Address: Postcode:

Phone: Mobile:

Email:

Participant details (fill in and tick)

Name Email address Mobile _ Facetoface ~ Grain  Network

Day 1 Day2 Storming dinner*

Loy
Loy
i
Lo

Dietary requirements (include name, dietary e.g. attendee name, vegetarian):

Privacy [] Iam happy to have my contact details retained by the Grains Research Development Corporation (GRDC) and Independent Consultants Australia
Network Pty Ltd (ICAN) to communicate information regarding new developments in the grains industry. Your information will be handled in accordance
with Australian Privacy Principles and the GRDC’s privacy policy which can be accessed on the GRDC’s website at www.grdc.com.au

] I'wish my contact details to be removed from the database soon after this event.

Payment method (please tick): (Sorry Amex & Diners not accepted)
[]visa [ Mmastercard [ Cheque (enclosed) — cheques should be made payable to ‘ICAN Pty Ltd’

card Number: — ... ... ...nBnon Expiry date: — —/— CCV Number: — — i) register or
learn more

Card Holder (as on card): Signature of cardholder:

Cancellation policy
Registration fees will be refunded if you are unable to attend and we are advised two working days or more prior to the event.

Contact details

Independent Consultants Australia Network (ICAN) Pty. Ltd. ABN: 48 069 548 287 I AN

PO Box 718, Hornsby NSW 1630, Fax: 02 9482 4931 Ph: 02 9482 4930 Email: andrea@icanrural.com.au Tndependent Consultants Australia Network

grdc.com.au




