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Theatrette, Dubbo RSL, Cnr Brisbane & Wingewarra St, Dubbo, NSW 2830
Celebrate 30 years of GRDC’s Grains Research Updates with us in February 2026. Explore leading edge 
developments in grains research to boost farm profitability alongside key researchers, agronomists and 
growers at the Dubbo Grains Research Update.

GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast – Thursday 26 February, 7:30 to 9:30am
Leading Australian grain growers and advisers are invited to a special event being held as part of the 2026 Grains 
Research Updates.  Join us for the GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast to share innovative, new ideas for 
ground-breaking, blue-sky research that will make a difference on-farm. If you have an idea or suggestion, please join 
us. We need the knowledge and expertise of thought leading growers and advisers to ensure new investments by GRDC 
reflect what the industry needs now and into the future.

PROGRAM DAY 1 – THURSDAY 26 FEBRUARY
7.30am GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast
9.00am Registration, morning tea & trade displays

10.00am Welcome GRDC
10.25am Reflections on 30 years of GRDC Grains Research Updates
10.40am Legumes in cereal farming systems and the prospects of using legume 

crops to reduce reliance on N fertiliser 
Mark Peoples (CSIRO)

11.15am Comparing nitrogen strategies for risk & reward – data from the Riskwi$e 
project

Lindsay Bell (CSIRO) & 
Maurie Street (GOA)

11.55am Science-driven decisions when margins are tight: advising growers with 
confidence when every dollar matters

Cam Nicholson (Nicon Rural 
Services)

12.30pm Lunch
1.30pm Concurrent session 1 – see concurrent sessions for details
3.15pm Afternoon tea
3.45pm Concurrent session 2 – See concurrent sessions for details
5.30pm Close
7.00pm Networking dinner & drinks. Drinks courtesy of AGT

PROGRAM DAY 2 – FRIDAY 27 FEBRUARY
7.30am EARLY RISERS DISCUSSION

Science-driven decisions when margins are tight: advising growers with 
confidence when every dollar matters. Panel session on use of robust 
science to help guide informed grower decisions

Cam Nicholson (Nicon Rural 
Services), Andrew McFadyen 
(McFadyen Ag Consulting), 
Maurie Street (GOA) & 
Lindsay Bell (CSIRO)

8.30am Concurrent session 3 – see concurrent sessions for details
10.15am Morning tea 
10.45am Concurrent session 4 – see concurrent sessions for details
12.30pm Lunch 

1.30pm Introducing GRDC’s Sustainability Initiatives – Join GRDC representatives 
as they introduce the next phase of GRDC’s Sustainability Initiative and 
Communication Program.

Mark Callow (GRDC)

2.00pm Automation and AI – what’s coming and how will it change how we farm? Max Cusack (John Deere)
2.30pm AI in grAIns: Are the gains intelligent or artificial Treen Swift (Nuffield scholar, 

Kebby & Watson)
3.00pm Regional fungicide resistance and disease management update Steve Simpfendorfer (NSW DPIRD)
3.30pm Close

Concurrent sessions location
LOCATION THEATRETTE STARLITE 1 & 2 JACARANDA ROOM
Day 1 – Session 1 Legumes & nitrogen in farming systems Agronomy Pick ‘n Mix
Day 1 – Session 2 Legumes & nitrogen in farming systems Agronomy Pick ‘n Mix
Day 2 – Session 3 Herbicides Pulses Carbon, farming & common cents?
Day 2 – Session 4 Herbicides Pulses Carbon, farming & common cents?



CONCURRENT SESSIONS – Day 1
LEGUMES & NITROGEN IN FARMING SYSTEMS 
(SESSIONS 1 & 2)
Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)
1 2
1.30pm 3.45pm Rotational effects of legumes on cereals 

and how plant-breeding might enable future 
wheat varieties to more fully capture the 
benefits
Mark Peoples (CSIRO)

2.05pm 4.20pm The impact of legumes, N fixation, fertiliser 
N and the N balance on yield and profit from 
crop sequences over time
Mat Dunn (NSW DPIRD) & Lindsay Bell 
(CSIRO)

2.45pm 5.00pm How do you come back from seasons that 
have left you with little or no mineral N?
Graeme Schwenke (NSW DPIRD)

AGRONOMY (SESSIONS 1 & 2)
Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)
1 2
1.30pm 3.45pm Lessons learnt from the canola 

establishment project
Col McMaster (NSW DPRID)

2.00pm 4.15pm Independent assessment of the cost 
and yield impacts of grower saved vs 
commercially sourced canola seed
Maurie Street (GOA)

2.25pm 4.40pm Flowering calculator for wheat, barley and 
canola – finding the variety or sowing time 
that best matches the optimal flowering 
window for your location
Jeremy Whish (CSIRO)

2.50pm 5.05pm Deep P in CNSW – long term results on the 
profit from 3 trials
Maurie Street (GOA)

PICK ‘N MIX (SESSIONS 1 & 2)
Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)
1 2
1.30pm 3.45pm SoilWaterNow: Soil water nowcasting for 

mapping plant available water (PAW) across 
paddocks for improved on-farm decision-
making
Thomas Bishop (Uni of Sydney)

2.00pm 4.15pm Using technology to apply grower scale 
test strips and measure the profit impact of 
treatments in different soil zones – a case 
study: Optimising N decision making
Jonathon Moore (PCT)

2.30pm 4.45pm Bees – how important are they for different 
crops and how do we look after them; 
chemicals; remnant vegetation; varroa mite
Richard Hayes (NSW DPIRD)

3.00pm 5.15pm Discussion

(Agenda subject to change)

CONCURRENT SESSIONS – Day 2
HERBICIDES (SESSIONS 3 & 4)
Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)
3 4
8.30am 10.45am Herbicide residue carryover; an update from 

field experiments and modelling
Mick Rose (Southern Cross Uni)

9.05am 11.20am Mapping weeds with drones for low-
cost green on green spot spraying by 
conventional boom sprays
Rick Horbury (Bayer CropScience) & 
Jerome Leray (InFarm)

9.45am 12.00pm Herbicide resistance survey update
John Broster (CSU)

PULSES (SESSIONS 3 & 4)
Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)
3 4
8.30am 10.45am What’s new in chickpea phenology

Jeremy Whish (CSIRO)
9.00am 11.15am Crop rotations and influence of chickpeas 

on levels of sclerotinia inoculum in soil
Nicole Dron (NSW DPIRD)

9.25am 11.40am Are lentils a viable crop option in Central 
Western NSW?
Maurie Street (GOA)

9.50am 12.05pm Lentil discussion – their fit, agronomy and 
marketing
Maurie Street (GOA), Matt Shephard (IMAG 
Consulting) & David Wheaton (Advance 
Trading)

CARBON, FARMING & COMMON CENTS?  
(SESSIONS 3 & 4)
Session Time Topic and Speaker(s)
3 4
8.30am 10.45am Carbon and emissions responses are new 

and can be confusing. Cassie and Fadge will 
cut through the noise with common sense, 
science-based discussion of the what, how 
and why-should-I-care of carbon emissions 
and credits. Covering soil constraints, plant 
production, industry frameworks and global 
drivers. Come to get clarity on what growers 
can do now to set up for the future, things to 
consider. An informal, interactive discussion 
session with a good dose of humour.
Cassandra Schefe (AgriSci) & 
Andrew McFadyen (McFadyen Ag 
Consulting)
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Dubbo Registration Form
Register online at http://www.icanrural.com.au or complete & mail/email or fax the attached to ICAN (details below).  
If registering to attend this event in person (i.e. not livestream), a tax invoice will be issued on receipt of payment. 
Please note the GRDC Grains Research Updates are free of charge for grain growers only.

I would like to register* ________(number of people) for the following:
Number of participants attending face-to-face* Amount

Grower 
registration  

(free)

Standard registration
Received by 

COB Friday 13 February 2026
Received after 

Friday 13 February 2026
Day 1 & 2: Thur 26 & Fri 27 Feb 2026   growers Cost: $200 pp	  Cost: $220 pp	  $
Day 1: Thursday 26 February 2026   growers Cost: $130 pp	   Cost: $140 pp	   $
Day 2: Friday 27 February 2026   growers Cost: $130 pp	   Cost: $140 pp	   $
I would like   extra copies of the proceedings (collect at conference) ($40 each) $
I am unable to attend but would like   copies of proceedings (includes postage) ($55 each, posted after the event) $

Total (including GST) $

GRDC New Frontiers Grainstorming breakfast, Thursday 26 February, 7:30–9:30am (free)	 No of participants:   

Networking dinner – Thursday 26 February 2026, 7:00pm (Supported by AGT)	 No of participants:   
* Day registration covers lunch, morning/afternoon tea & proceedings. Day registrants are welcome to the networking event on Thursday 26 February 2026. This is a 
free event, courtesy of sponsorship from AGT. You must be registered for the face-to-face event to attend the networking function.

Details for tax invoice and further correspondence

Name: 	  I am not a participant (i.e. details are for tax invoice/receipt only)
OR	  I am a participantOrganisation:

Address: Postcode:
Phone: Mobile:
Email:
Participant details (fill in and tick)
Name Email address Mobile Face to face Grain 

storming
Network 
dinner*Day 1 Day 2

Dietary requirements (include name, dietary e.g. attendee name, vegetarian):

Privacy 	 I am happy to have my contact details retained by the Grains Research Development Corporation (GRDC) and Independent Consultants Australia 
Network Pty Ltd (ICAN) to communicate information regarding new developments in the grains industry. Your information will be handled in accordance 
with Australian Privacy Principles and the GRDC’s privacy policy which can be accessed on the GRDC’s website at www.grdc.com.au

	 I wish my contact details to be removed from the database soon after this event.

Payment method (please tick): (Sorry Amex & Diners not accepted)
 Visa   MasterCard   Cheque (enclosed) – cheques should be made payable to ‘ICAN Pty Ltd’

Card Number:                                 Expiry date:     /     CCV Number:      

Card Holder (as on card):                  Signature of cardholder:           
Cancellation policy
Registration fees will be refunded if you are unable to attend and we are advised two working days or more prior to the event.
Contact details
Independent Consultants Australia Network (ICAN) Pty. Ltd.  ABN: 48 069 548 287  
PO Box 718, Hornsby NSW 1630,  Fax: 02 9482 4931  Ph: 02 9482 4930 Email: andrea@icanrural.com.au

Scan to  
register or  
learn more


